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prived the said Duke, of Umbria, and the Romagna, and
all the fiefs which he had won, and of all the situations
which he enjoyed, and finally had harassed, despoiled, and
exiguously persecuted, all who bore the name of, or were
connected with, The Borgia.
This is an extremely probable tale. Certainly a part of
it is true, and perhaps the whole.
The identity of the father of Duke Cesare (detto Bor-
gia) is involved in mystery.
The Brief of the Lord Xystus P.P. IV1 dated'the first
of October 1480, which dispenses Messer Cesare from the
necessity of proving his legitimacy, calls him "son of a
cardinal bishop and a married woman," de episcopo cardi-
nal* genitus et coniugata.
The Brief of the Same, dated .the sixteenth of August
1482, which makes Cardinal Rodrigo de Lanqol y Borja
administrator of Messer Cesare's estate, calls the boy "son
of a cardinal bishop and a married^ woman," de episcopo
cardinali genitus et coniugata.
The name of this "cardinal bishop" is not given in
either Brief.
Most of the scribblers, diarists, chroniclers, orators,
speak of Don Cesare, Cardinal Cesare, and Duke Cesare,
as the son of Cardinal Rodrigo de Langol y Borja (the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI). Some, like Peter Martyr and
Fioramondo Brugnolo call him "nephew of a brother of
our Lord the Pope." In his autograph letter tb the Pope,
dated the sixteenth of January 1500, he himself speaks
of Cardinal Giovanni Borgia (detto Giuniore), (who was
the son of Don Pedro Luis de Lan<;ol y Borja, own
brother of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI) as "my brother."
In no official document is he named as the son of Cardi-
nal Rodrigo de Lanqol y Borja (the Lord Alexander P.P.
VI): but the Venetian Senate, in conferring on him the
1 Secret Archives of the duchess of Ossuna and Inf antado.